
  

 

 

 

  

Spring is upon us and as  

 

 

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This September we are promoting “Responsible Pet Ownership” within our community. 

There are many steps which make owners responsible this includes; vaccinating your 

pets, making sure your animal is microchipped and registered,  also Desexing your pets 

if they are not intended to be bred with and if you are going to breed with your dog 

making sure you’re a responsible breeder.  
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How many pets 

are there in 

Australia? 

 Australia has the 
highest rate of pet 
ownership in the 
world. About 62% of 
Australian 
households have 
pets 

 There is an 
estimated 24million 
pets in Australia 

 Dogs are the most 
common pet, with 
38% of households 
owning dogs which 
means there are 
around 4.8million 
dogs 

 29% of households 
own cats, which 
means there are 
around 3.9million 
cats  

 The pet population 
breakdown across 
the states and 
territories mirrors 
the country’s 
population 
distribution. New 
South Wales and 
Victoria account for 
60% of all pets in 
Australia, and 59% 
of the country’s 
human population. 

 

Don’t forget to 

“like” our 

Facebook page 

 

North West Veterinary Clinic Newsletter 

www.northwestvetclinic.com.au 
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Choosing the right pet? Dog or Cat? 
 

Choosing a new pet is an exciting prospect and one which will generally involve a lot of 
emotion. Given that most pets will join your family for around 15 years, it is important to think 
about the consequences of owning a pet and the type of pet that will suit you best. 
The above may sound obvious to you, but often people do not plan ahead when inviting a new 
family member into their home. As vet’s we see the downsides of this poor planning. 
 
 
Should we get a dog or cat? 
Some people are definitely cat or dog people, others enjoy both species. The main point to 
consider here is how much time you are willing to dedicate to owning a pet. In general, dogs 
require a reasonable investment of time for exercise, company, games, outings to the beach, 
etc. They don't like being left "home alone" and adapt better to their environment and to other 
pets and people when they are trained. Training also takes time.  
Cats are generally much more independent than dogs and therefore need less ‘human’ time 
than dogs. 
 
 
Costs and benefits of pet ownership 
You may be able to acquire a new pet for free, or you may pay hundreds of dollars for a 
pedigree, but all animals require care and a financial investment for their entire lives.  
Costs include food, dental care, parasite control such as worming, flea control, heartworm 
protection, vaccinations (an initial course and annual boosters), desexing (sterilisation), and 
most importantly regular check-ups.  
You will also need to consider a budget for council registration, unforeseen veterinary bills (e.g. 
for illness, accident), insurance, grooming, boarding kennels/cattery for your holidays, training 
classes (dogs), bedding and leads, collars, brass name tags.  
However, as most pet owners will agree the benefits far outweigh these costs. Unconditional 
love - a happy face and a wagging tail greeting you as you arrive home from a hard day at 
work, ears that will always listen, a lap that is never empty and no matter how other people 
treat you, your pet will always love you. 

 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 
First Aid for Pets App 

Free from the App 

Store on your phone 

 

 
Kong Wobblers 

Small - $28.05 

Large - $38.95 

 

 
Nexgard Spectra 

Sizes range from 2-
60kg. Available in 2 
sizes 3 or 6 month 

pack 
 

 
Revolution for Cats 
3 Months: $61.03 

6 Months: $122.08 
 
 

 

NOW STOCKING! 
Gentle Ear Cleaner 

$24.40 

North West Veterinary Clinic 

Corner East & Arline Street, Mount Isa    (07) 4743 3220    nwvc@bigpond.net.au 

Ways to be a Responsible Owner  
 

Vaccinate your pets:  

 Responsible pet care requires puppies and kittens to visit the vet for their initial 
course of vaccinations, but this will not protect them for the rest of their lives. This 
immunity weakens over time and your pet can again become susceptible to diseases 
if a yearly booster is not given. Foals and Horses should also be vaccinated against 
disease that are deadly to humans like hendra virus 

 
Microchipping and Registering your animal with the local council: 

 Microchipping is a life- saving tool! Unidentified dogs and cats are lost every day. 
Microchips give us the best way of finding our pets when they are lost. The microchip 
is inserted underneath the skin, in between the shoulder blades and is only the size 
of a grain of rice. All puppies and kittens can legally be microchipped from 8 weeks of 
age. Your pet’s microchip number will be registered with a national database 
accessible Australia wide, proving to be the most successful means of finding your 
lost pet. 

 For any puppies born after the 26
th
 May 2017, the person you received the puppy 

from should supply you with a Breeder Identification Number (BIN). Even if the 
animal is a giveaway or from a fostering agency they must have a BIN number to be 
microchipped 

 Once your animal is microchipped they should be registered with the local council 
where you live. There is normally a fee for this but if you’re a responsible owner and 
your animal is both microchipped and desexed the fee is often minimal. 

 
De-sexing your pets: 

 Desexing or neutering your pet is a surgical procedure that prevents them from being 
able to reproduce. In male pets it is commonly referred to as “castration”, and in 
female pets as “spaying”. This is the most frequent surgery performed by our vets, 
and generally your pet is home by the evening on the day of surgery. 
The most common age to desex your pet is 6 months, however they are never too 
old to be desexed. 

 There are many benefits to desexing your pet before 6 months. They include: 
o Preventing unwanted litters, which can be very costly, and may add to the 

already overwhelming number of stray animals that are put down each year. 
o Prevention of testicular cancer and prostate disease in males, and it can help 

prevent pyometra (infection of the uterus) and mammary tumours (breast 
cancer) in females. 

o Stopping the “heat” cycle in females. 
o Decreasing aggression towards humans and other animals, especially in 

males. 
o Being less prone to wander, especially in males. 
o Living a longer and healthier life. 
o Reduction of council registration fees. 

 
Responsible Dog Breeding: 

 Is your bitch having puppies? If so, you are considered to be a breeder under the law 
and must be registered on the governments Queensland Dog Breeder Register. It 
only takes a few minutes to register online and it’s free. 

 
 
 
 

 

Pet Insurance 

Pet insurance is becoming more and more popular in Australia. It offers you peace of mind as 

it covers some or all of the treatment costs if your pet was ever involved in an accident or 

suffers a sudden illness. There is no equivalent of Medicare for pets, therefore often treatment 

costs exceed what the same problem would cost for a human patient. Did you know that 24 hr 

emergency care for animals can cost over $1000 per day? 

What does pet insurance cover?  

Individual packages vary in the type of treatment covered. However, they usually include most 

accidents and unexpected illnesses. 

You need to consider the differences between policies, in particular the claim excess amount, 

proportion of treatment costs covered, annual claim limit, age restrictions, pre-existing illness 

exclusions and policy costs. 
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