
  

 

 

 

  

Spring is upon us and as  

 
As everyone knows, September is the start of Spring, this month we will be 
focusing on responsible breeding and pet ownership of puppies, kittens and 

foals. Huge responsibilities come with being a pet owner; these include 
having your pet up to date with their vaccinations, giving regular worming 

and microchipping. 

In further news, we would like to welcome our newest clinic mascot JUAN. 
Juan is a Siamese fighting fish who was kindly donated to us by Dr Meg! 
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Fun Facts 
about Foals 
In the Southern 

Hemisphere, 
horses birthdays 
are celebrated on 

the 1st August 
 

Takes around 11 
months for a foal to 
fully develop inside 

the mare 
 

A foal's legs are 
almost the length 
they will be when 

they reach 
adulthood 

 
A foal will start to 
taste grass after 
they are about a 
week old. By the 

time they are about 
10 days old, they’ll 
start to eat a bit of 
grass and hay. By 
two months, the 

foal will need more 
nutrition than 

mare’s milk alone 
can provide. 
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Vaccinating your new pet 
 

Responsible pet care requires puppies and kittens to visit the vet for their initial course 
of vaccinations, but this cannot protect them for the rest of their lives. This immunity 

weakens over time and your pet can again become susceptible to diseases. 

Vaccinations for puppies will protect them from Canine parvovirus, distemper, 
hepatitis, parainfluenza and bordetella. Puppies require vaccinations at 6, 10,12 

and16 weeks of age to be fully protected against these diseases. 

Vaccinations for kittens will cover them from Cat flu viruses and panleuopenia (Cat 
Parvo). Kittens should recieve their first vaccination between 6 – 8 weeks of age 

followed by another at 12 and 16 weeks to be fully protected against these diseases. 

Its also important that our foals are vaccinated against the deadly diseases that can 
affect them; these diseases include hendra virus, tetanus and strangles. If you are 

interested in having your foal or weanling vaccinated, please contact our friendly team 
at the clinic for further information. 

 
Worming and Heartworm prevention for your pet 

 

Intestinal worming commences at 2 weeks of age, and should then be continued 
every 2 weeks until 12 weeks of age then every month until 6 months old. After this 
your new pet should be wormed every 3months. This may differ for puppies that are 

on monthly chew tablets for heartworm prevention.  
 

Heartworm prevention for dogs starts at 12 weeks of age. There are different forms of 
prevention including daily and monthly tablets or an annual injection. These different 

methods will be discussed with you by our vets at your puppies appointment.  
 

Worming your foal should start at 6 – 8 weeks of age. Please contact our friendly vets 
at the clinic for assistance in choosing the correct product and worming regime for 

your foal. 
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North West Veterinary Clinic 
Corner East & Arline Street, Mount Isa    (07) 4743 3220    nwvc@bigpond.net.au 

What to feed 
your puppy & 

kitten? 

 

Eukanuba Puppy 
Medium Breed 3kg 

$42.90 

 

Hills Kitten 
Development 1kg 

$18.30 

 

Hills Puppy Large 
Breed  

$140.85 

Responsible Dog Breeding 
 

Is your bitch having puppies? If so, you’re considered a breeder under the law and 
must be registered on the government Queensland Dog Breeder Register. It only 

takes a few minutes to register online and it’s free. 

Also, if you are breeding, any puppies that you sell over 8 weeks of age must be 
microchipped before being handed over to the new owners and a Breeder 

Identification Number (which you will get once you have registered) must be provided 
to the new owners. This is for any puppies born after the 26th May 2017 

 
Microchipping 

This is a life- saving tool! Unidentified dogs 
and cats are lost every day. Microchips give 

us the best way of finding our pets when 
they are lost. The microchip is inserted 

underneath the skin, in between the 
shoulder blades and is only the size of a 

grain of rice! 

 Your pet’s microchip number will be 
registered with a national database 

accessible Australia wide, proving to be the 
most successful means of finding your lost 

pet. 

Pet Insurance 

Pet insurance is becoming more and more popular in Australia. It offers you peace of 
mind as it covers some or all of the treatment costs if your pet was ever involved in an 
accident or suffers a sudden illness. There is no equivalent of Medicare for pets, thus 
often treatment costs exceed what the same problem would cost for a human patient. 
Did you know that 24 hr emergency care for animals can cost over $1000 per day? 

What does pet insurance cover?  
Individual packages vary in the type of treatment covered. However, they usually 

include most accidents and unexpected illnesses. 
You need to consider the differences between policies, in particular the claim excess 
amount, proportion of treatment costs covered, annual claim limit, age restrictions, 

pre-existing illness exclusions and policy costs. 
 

We highly recommend pet insurance and encourage you to discuss it with us at 
your next visit. 
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