
  

 

 

 

  

Spring is upon us and as  

 

While Summer hasn’t officially started the temperature is telling us 

otherwise. As it heats up over the next few months it’s important to ensure 

our pets have access to plenty of shaded water and places to stay cool. 

Avoid walking during the hottest part of the day and NEVER leave your pets 

alone in the car.  

This month also sees NWVC celebrating “Pet Awareness Month”. The 

unconditional love and devotion pets show to their owners is undeniable so 

we’re celebrating it all month long. During this month we will be discussing 

some tips to ‘choosing the right pet’, ‘healthy pets and healthy people”, 

“DNA testing for your pooch” and “First aid in our pets” 
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Reasons to 

celebrate 

your pet’s life 

 

Pets increase 

happiness  

 

Pets promote 

socialisation 

 

Animals are 

therapeutic 

 

Animals increase 

motivation  

 

Pet’s don’t judge  

 

Animals show 

love 

 

Animals 

encourage 

patience 

 

Pets keep our 

minds sharp 
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Choosing the right pet? Dog or Cat? 
 

Choosing a new pet is an exciting prospect and one which will generally involve a lot of 
emotion. Given that most pets will join your family for around 15 years, it is important to 
think about the consequences of owning a pet and the type of pet that will suit you best. 
The above may sound obvious to you, but often people do not plan ahead when inviting a 
new family member into their home. As vet’s we see the downsides of this poor planning. 
 

Should we get a dog or cat? 
Some people are definitely cat or dog people, others enjoy both species. The main point to 
consider here is how much time you are willing to dedicate to owning a pet. In general, dogs 
require a reasonable investment of time for exercise, company, games, outings to the beach, 
etc. They don't like being left "home alone" and adapt better to their environment and to 
other pets and people when they are trained. Training also takes time.  
Cats are generally much more independent than dogs and therefore need less ‘human’ time 
than dogs. 
 

Costs and benefits of pet ownership 
You may be able to acquire a new pet for free, or you may pay hundreds of dollars for a 
pedigree, but all animals require care and a financial investment for their entire lives.  
Costs include food, dental care, parasite control such as worming, flea control, heartworm 
protection, vaccinations (an initial course and annual boosters), desexing (sterilisation), and 
most importantly regular check-ups.  
You will also need to consider a budget for council registration, unforeseen veterinary bills 
(e.g. for illness, accident), insurance, grooming, boarding kennels/cattery for your holidays, 
training classes (dogs), bedding and leads, collars, brass name tags.  
However, as most pet owners will agree the benefits far outweigh these costs. Unconditional 
love - a happy face and a wagging tail greeting you as you arrive home from a hard day at 
work, ears that will always listen, a lap that is never empty and no matter how other people 
treat you, your pet will always love you. 
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North West Veterinary Clinic 

Corner East & Arline Street, Mount Isa    (07) 4743 3220    nwvc@bigpond.net.au 

Products for 

your pets 

ADVANCE DNA test 

$154.00 

 
 

First Aid for Pets App 

Free from the App 

Store on your phone 

 

Kong Wobblers 

Small - $28.05 

Large - $38.95 

 
 

Tirebiter with Rope 

Medium - $28.85 

Large - $37.60 

 

Also feel free to drop 

into the clinic and 

check out our large 

array for grooming 

equipment for your 

pet/s 

 

Healthy pets, Healthy people 
 

Zoonotic diseases are those that can be passed from animals to people (like ringworm, a 

fungal infection) and include diseases that infect both people and pets (like giardia, a gastro 

bug). Our pets provide us with many benefits including comfort and companionship. Research 

has shown that people who own pets are healthier and live longer. Healthy pets can only 

enhance our lives and do not pose a health risk for us.  

Measures yours family can take to remain safe from the risk of any infection:  

 Wash your hands often when touching, playing and caring for your pet  

 Encourage good hygiene habits in children  

 Avoid kissing your pet or letting it lick your face 

 Avoid contact with faeces and urine from your pet  

Healthy pet’s means healthy people; you can make sure your pet stays healthy by: 

 Regular (twice yearly) wellness check-ups and annual vaccinations  

 Three monthly worming, monthly flea and tick treatments 

 Clean drinking water and healthy food 

 Bath and groom your pets 

 Keep your pets environment clean  

 

 
DNA testing for your dog 

 

Knowledge of your dog's DNA is important to their health and wellbeing 
The smarter you are about your dog's past, the smarter you can be about his future. Dogs are 

like people. They inherit physical and character traits from breeds in their family tree. They 
also pass along genetic disorders from generation to generation. 

Your mixed-breed dog is a mixed bag of genetic traits. Understanding their ancestry helps you 
and your veterinarian create an effective health and wellness program.  

 
With just a simple blood sample, the ADVANCE™ Mixed Breed Identification DNA Test can 
provide you and your vet information which helps to: 

 DISCOVER your dog's genetic make-up back to their great grandparents by comparing 
their genetic signature with more than 200 breeds, types and varieties. 

 PREDICT your dog's target genetic adult weight range 

 DETERMINE your dog's recommended nutritional program, and create an effective 
care and wellness program in conjunction with your veterinarian 

 OBTAIN a better understanding of your dog's breed-related behavioural 
characteristics 

 PRE-SCREEN for your dog's breed-related risk of developing certain genetic diseases 
 
 
 

First aid and our pets 
 

Like humans, nearly all animals will experience some form of health problem or medical 
emergency in their lifetime. It is up to responsible owners to ensure pets 

receive appropriate first aid and vet treatment. 
When giving first aid to a pet, your personal safety is paramount. Always be aware that pain 

and injury can cause fear and aggression in your pet and this may result in them trying to bite 
you. The ABC rule provides guidance on what to do if your pet is injured or falls ill, and it is 

simple to follow and easy to remember. 
ABC stands for: 

Airways: Is anything blocking the animal’s airway? 
Breathing: Is the animal breathing clearly? 

Circulation: Can you feel a pulse or the heart beating? 
If the answer to any of these questions is ‘no’, contact the vet immediately. 
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