
  

 

 

 

  

August is National Pet Dental Month, and if you visit the Clinic you’ll see that we 

are celebrating this! Come in and chat to one of our friendly staff about your pet’s 

dental care and hygiene, pick up some informative brochures, and even a sample 

or two of some of our great dental diets. Other goings on at North West Vets 

include our vets doing some continuing education, so they can offer you the best, 

most up-to-date service possible! 

 In sadder news, Dr Meg and her furry pooch Buster are leaving us for sunny 

Sarina, Mackay! Meg has been a valuable member of our NWVC family and we 

will miss her dearly. Meg was well known in the clinic for her love and compassion 

for educating clients. We’d like to thank Meg for her wonderful work with us and 

wish her and Buster all the best on their next adventure! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horses for Courses 

Dr Katelyn has just undertaken an additional Equine Dental Course, which means she’ll be 

joining Dr Justin and Dr Ed in offering you high quality professional dental care for your 

equine pals.  

Once your horse is 12 years or older, we recommend having professional equine dentistry 
undertaken every 6-12 months to ensure a healthy mouth. In veterinary equine dentistry we 
utilise sedation and pain relief to keep your horse comfortable; have in-depth knowledge of 
the anatomy of the teeth, jaw and head; can perform local anaesthesia and tooth 
extractions where required; use power-floats for an efficient, high quality job; and are able to 
assess the whole health of your animal! Call the Clinic to book in to get your horses’ teeth 
done today.  
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Facts about gum 

disease: 
 

Gum disease can 
lead to infections in 
the kidney’s, heart 
and liver and even 
fractured jaws. 
Common signs of 
gum disease include 
bad breath, 
inflamed gums, 
broken teeth and in 
some cases, 
reluctance to eat. 
Plaque & tartar 
contains a multitude 
of bacteria and 
toxins 
More than 80% of 
dogs and 70% of 
cats develop gum 
disease by the age 
of 3. 
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Dog & Cat Dental Care 
 
 

80% of dogs and cats over the age of 3 have some form of oral disease. 
 
Our pets don’t brush their teeth twice a day, or visit the dentist for regular check-ups like 
we do. As a consequence, periodontal and oral diseases affect nearly every pet at some 
stage of their life, regardless of their breed, shape or size. Just like humans, pets’ teeth 
need looking after too! The health of their teeth and gums has a significant impact on their 
overall quality of life. 
 
What is Dental Disease? 
‘Dental disease’ covers everything from mild plaque, to severe rotting teeth and 
abscesses. It begins with a build-up of bacteria in your pet’s mouth. Bacteria, combined 
with saliva and food debris, can cause plaque to accumulate on the tooth. As calcium salts 
are deposited, plaque turns to tartar (brown or yellow material starting near the gum line of 
the tooth). Without proper preventive or therapeutic care, plaque and tartar build-up leads 
to periodontal disease, which affects the tissues and structures supporting the teeth. 
Periodontal disease can cause oral pain (think of how painful it is when you have sore 
teeth), tooth loss, tooth root abscesses, oro-nasal fistulas, jaw fractures and even heart 
and kidney problems.  
 
When a veterinarian assess your pet’s teeth and oral health they’ll grade the dental 
disease present, from 0 (healthy teeth and gums), to 4 (advanced periodontal disease). 
 
Periodontal disease is the most common clinical condition occurring in adult dogs 

and cats, and is entirely preventable! 
 

Oral Hygiene & Prevention of Dental Disease 
Dental home care can include: 

 Brushing teeth – special pet toothbrushes and tooth pastes are available! 
 Mouthwash which can be put into your pet’s mouth, or their water bowl.  
 Feeding dry dog food compared to wet. 
 Raw meaty bones, in moderation.  
 Frozen carrots to chew on. 
 Special veterinary dry dental diets, eg. Hills t/d® 
 Dental chews, including Oravet® which also have a mouthwash combined with them.  
 Dental toys which encourage chewing, like Kongs®.  

 
Professional Dental Care & Teeth Cleaning 
Just like with us, it is recommended to get prophylactic dental cleaning done on a yearly 
basis for your pet’s oral hygiene and overall health. Certainly, if there is dental disease 
occurring then a professional veterinary clean, and possible tooth extractions, may also be 
recommended. 
 
Veterinary dental work is the same as a scale and polish done by a dentist for us. 
However, unlike us, our pets won’t sit still or open their mouth to allow a comprehensive 
cleaning of their teeth. For this reason our pets need to have a general anaesthetic for a 
professional dental clean.  Your pet will need to be assessed by one of our veterinarians, 
and the degree of dental disease will be assessed to determine if extractions, antibiotics 
and anti-inflammatories will be required. The assessment may also include a physical 
exam, radiographs (x-rays) of the mouth, blood tests and urine tests to ensure they are 
healthy prior to having an anaesthetic.  Once anaesthetised, we can give the teeth a 
thorough cleaning, both above and below the gum line, using our specialised dental 
equipment.   
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Common Signs of 

Dental Disease: 

 

Tartar 
 

Gingivitis 
 

Bad breath 
 

Change in eating 

or chewing 
 

Pawing at the face 

or mouth 
 

Excessive drooling 
 

Pain or bleeding of 

the gums or mouth 

 

 
 

Oravet Chews 

Medium 28 pack 

$68.35 

 

 
 

Hills Feline t/d 

1.5kg $31.45 

3kg $52.20 
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